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2 Chron. xvii. 16. 


‘And next him was Amafiah the fon of Zichri, 
who willingly offered himfelf unto the 
LORD, and with him two hundred thou- 
fand mighty men of valour. 


(ExeES) and perfeétion, who created all 
deg PT | things for himfelf, exercifes a wife, 
ee ~— 7 KH a juft, an univerfal government 


€% 7S E> and providence over all his crea- 
sesersteer “eS” tures and all his works, is a truth 
too evident, from the light of nature, to be dif- 
puted, too clearly revealed, explained and in- 
forced, in the facred oracles, to need any proof. 


Tuar this world and all that is in it, are un- 
der his direction and government,—that man- 
kind have been his peculiar care, the experience 
of all preceeding ages abundantly proves, - 

Q 


F 


is 

To lead mankind to fee the juftice and equity 
of divine government, to give a general idea of 
the courfe of divine providence, towards ftates 
and kingdoms, as well as individuals, is evident- 
ly one important end of a// hiftory, whether fa- 
cred or profane. And as the divine conduét has 
been generally the fame, to people of the fame 
temper and character, in all pait ages of the 
world, fafs and events, truly recorded and faith- 
fully preferved in hiftory, are of no {mall advan- 
tage to fucceeding generations.— I hey happily 
point out the errors into which fome have run, 
and the rocks upon which they have been fhip- 
wreck’d,—they clearly exhibit the meafures by 
which others have rofe to a ftate of glory and 
happinefs, icarcely to be conceived of, in a flate 
of imperfection ; and fo give the wifdom and 
experience of ages paft, for the direction and 
improvement of thote that fucceed. 


Amonc the various hiltories with which the 
world has been favoured, as none is of earlier 
date, none is furnifhed with events, or examples, 
more interefting, entertaining, or ufeful, than 
the Scripsures of Truth. Here we have a moit 
fimple, familiar, and (yet) ftriking reprefentation 
of the condu& of the fupreme ruler of the 
world, towards his faints and fervants—towards 
his chofen people and their immediate enemies, 
and towards the world of mankind.—Here we 
have (as far as is neceflary for us to know) the 
grounds and reafons of the divine conduét, to- 
wards nations and kingdoms, and individuals, 
together with the ends propofed by providence 


therein. And there is fcarcely any thing men- 
tion’d 


| Eleflian Sermon, 7 


tion’d in facred hiftory, but what is of public 
ufe, or private inftruction—adapted to counte- 
nance and encourage vertue, in the good, or re- 
prove and difcountenance vice, in the abandon’d 
and profane, 


Tue part of facred writ, which has now been 
read, with the paffage of hiltory with which it is 
connected, prefents us with a {cene of meafures, 
truly worthy the character of thofe that purfued 
them, and fuited, at once, to engage the atten- 
tion, excite the admiration and encourage the 
emulation of perfons of the fame character and 
ftations in life. 


Tue paflage gives account of Febobapbat’s 
acceffion to the throne of Faudab, and of the 
meafures taken, by him and his loyal people, to 
ftrengthen him againft his enemies, to confirm 
him in his kingdom, and to render his reign eafy 
to himfelf and happy to his people. 


Tue latter part of the preceeding reign, had 
been clouded with feveral inftances of weak and 
bad policy, quite unworthy a king, whofe gene- 
ral character had been really great and good :— 
By reafon of which, the kingdom was left in a 
ftate, fomewhat broken and perplex’d.—No 
fooner was Fehofhapbat feated on the throne, but 
his care was to fet things right in the kingdom, 
and put the {tate into a pofture of defence.—He 
placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and 
Jet garrifons in the land of Fudak, and in the cities 


of Ephraim, * 
THE 


* Context ver. 2. 


ees. 
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Tue method this wife king took to enifure 
faccefs to his meafures, to lay a folid foundation - 
for a profperous, an happy reign, was greatly to 
his honour; worthy the wi/dom of a king, and is 
mentioned, and left, in facred ftory, for an ex- 
ample to others.—He began his reign with 
GOD, and early made religion his care.—He 
walked in the firft ways of bis father David, and 
fought not unto Baalim: But fought to the LORD © 
GOD of bis father, and walked in his command- 
ments. *—In this, bis pious care was net confined 
to himfelf alone,—his people quickly feel the 
happy influence hereof, and largely fhare with 
him, in the benefits refulting from fo wife a 
ftep,—Yea, the heart of this pious ing was fo 
encouraged, fo lifted up im the ways ‘of the 
LORD, + that he took fpeedy and effectual care, 
to reftore the true worfhip of GOD to it’s pri- 
{tine ftate, and have his people taught the law 
of the LORD, in it’s native purity and fimpli- 
city :—To the end, ‘thar, with him, they might 
tate the fweets of vertue, and know that GOD 
is good, 


Tuat GOD, by whom kings reign and princes © 
decree juftice, t quickly obferves his conduét, ap~ 
proves his fteps, rewards his pious care, and e- 
ftablifhes him in the kingdom. And, as an 
happy confequence hereof, this excellent king is 
greatly beloved and rever’'d by his fubjects at 
home.——As an expreffion of their loyalty and 
love, it is oblerved, that all Fudab brought pre- 
" fents to Febofoapbat. By the fame wife meafures, 
the kingdom is rendred refpectable abroad, and 

: é 


* Cont. ver. 3, 4s 4 Ibids-ver. 6. « 
t Prov. 8. 15s 
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"a terror to it’s enemies.—They are now glad to 


appear as tributaries to Fudab, and making rich 
prefents to Fehofhaphat, to accept the terms of 
peace, at his hands. For the fear of the LORD 
Sell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
round about Fudab, fo that they madeno war a- 


gaint Febofoaphat, * 


Bur, not enough that tranquility was reftored 
and the kingdom in a refpe@able ftate, this pru- 
dent king and this loyal people are for improv- 
ing the happy opportunity of peace and reft, 
more effectually to provide for every event. 


Tue king, as he waxes great, continues to 
improve and provide for the fafety, fupport and 
defence of his people —He built ca/tles in Fudab 
and cities of ftone ,+ and wilely encouraged a 
martial fpirit, and expertnefs in the knowledge 
and ufe of arms.—The people, whofe hearts 
were united to their fovereign, were far from 
being backward in fo wife a meafure. Men of 
the beft charaéter and greateft influence, chear- 
fully follow the illuftrious example, and, at the 
head of the thoufands of their brethren, appear 
in arms, to cultivate, to inform themfelves (more 
fully) in the art of war. [—And, by the appear- 
ance they make, one would have thought, they 
were preparing to engage and oppoie a moft 
powerful enemy. And yet, it was atime of 
peace !—No enemy nigh—None that dared to 
lift the finger, or move the tongue againft 
them |—— 


B To 


* Cont. ver. 10, + Ver. 12» t Vid. Cont, - 
from ver. 14, to the end. 
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To perfons unacquainted with the true chae- 
racter, and general conduét of mankind, in 
this ftate of fin and imperfe€tion,—to fuch 
as never ftudied the rules, nor confidered the 
‘importance of true policy, thefe meafures might 
appear fuperfluous, and all thefe preparations 
for fafety and defence, but needlefs fteps.— 
That, as peace and tranquility were reftored, 
they might lay afide arms, and give them- 
felves up to eafe and enjoyment.—That their 
only concern, was to reap the fruit of their 
toils, and tafte the fweets of peace. 


Turs, indeed, has been the manner of moft 
of the ftates and nations, in the world.—Even 
the moft warlike and politic,—nations that have 
been victorious in arms,—ftates that have tri- 
umph’d in war, been the fcourge of their ene- 
mies, and a terror to the world of mankind, 
have not been, always, able to refift the force of 
- fo pleafing a charm, or free themfelVes from the 
effects of fo fatal a miftake. 


A man, ora people, muft know but little of 
the true temper and difpofition of mankind,— 
but little of what has happened from the begin- 
ning, to ftates and kingdoms, in confequence of 
remifinefs, in times of peace and tranquility, not 
to fee the wildom and neceffity of fuch provident 
fteps,—not to know, that the moft potent and 
refpectable ftate, in perfect tranquility and the 
height of profperity, may foon be difturbed, by 
‘it’s enemies, and, if in a defencelefs ‘condition, 
quickly reduced to the greateft diftrefs,—to the 
brink of deftruction, — 

iy 
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In a ftate of nature, every man has a right to 
liberty, property and life : And no one (unlefs 
injured, or in his own defence) can, reafonably, 
deprive him of either.—Society is formed for 
the prefervation and defence of the common 
rights of mankind, to the end, that the bleffings 
of life may be fecured to all. The liberties and ~ 
privileges, the property and poffeffions of focie- 
ty, ought always to be held facred ; and no one 
is at liberty to invade, violate, or even incroach 
upon them, upon any pretence whatever. 


Reason and underftanding were given, to 
teach men. the unalterable difference between 
right and wrong, juftice and _injuftice.—Confci- 
ence was implanted, in the human breaft, to in- 
force to a behaviour, becoming the character of 
moral agents,-—to excite to a conduct, towards 
others, agreable to the fitnefs of things, to the 
eternal rules of juftice and equity ; and to fuch 
a treatment of all, as fhould expreis as facred a 
regard to the rights and liberties of others, as 
unto their own. And, to the fame important 
purpofes, was a divine revelation added, and the 


-word of GOD given.—But—alas !—Reafon and 


con{cience were too weak a reftraint !—Revela- 
tion was not found fufficient to check, nor even 
the gofpel of our LORD, to fubdue, the lufis 
and corruptions of men, from whence come wars 
and fightings | * 


Earty did the fatal effets of luft and paffion 
appear: And, from the time that Cai unjuiily 
deprived his brother of Jife, down to the prefent 

B 2 day, 


* Jam. 4. To 
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day, fuch have been the depravity of human 
nature, and the power and prevalence of luft 
and paffion, that the greater part of mankind, 
have made it their chief concern, to invade the 
rights and live upon the {poils of others. Am- 
bition, avarice, revenge, and other fordid lufts 
and paffions, have governed the world, and made 
the earth a field of blood !—Wars, and rumcurs 
of wars, have been.—Wars, and rumours of wars, 
will be, until the happy ‘period commences, 
when ‘the law fhall go forth out of Zion, and 
“the word of the LORD from Jerufalem ; 
‘when GOD fhall judge among the nations, 
“and fhall rebuke many people: And they 
* thall beat their fwords into plow-fhares, and 
s* their {pears into pruning-hooks :” When “ na- 
* tion fhall not lift up fword againft nation, nei- 
‘ther fhall they learn war any more :”* And 
when ‘ the kingdoms of this world fhall become 
s* the kingdoms of our LORD, and cf his Chiitt, 
*¢ and he thall reign for ever and ever.” + 


In the mean time, it is happy for mankind, 
that, partly from neceffity, and parily for mutual 
fafety and defence, they have been led, by pre- 
vidence, to form themfelves into focieties ; to 
the end, that, as far as the prefent ftate of things 
will admit, the evils, that might arife from a 
different ftate, might be prevented, the natural 
and common rights of mankind preferved, and 
the bleffings, refulting therefrom, more freely 
and univerfally enjoyed. 


Hewce it appears, that, as one important end 
of fociety, is protection and defence, every mea- 
fure, 

* Tfai, 2. 3) de + Rev. rire 15 
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fure, every ftep, conducive to this end, tends to 
the peace and happinefs of mankind. This, 
therefore, juftifies the conduct and meafures of 
Febofoapbat and the people of Fudab, upon the 
moft rational principles, and fets them in- the 
cleareft point of light, as wife and good,— wor- 
thy the king and people which purfued them, 
and as an example, not unworthy the emulation 
of the moft illuftrious princes and refpectable 
ftates, And happy for mankind, were fuch ex- 
amples more clofely attended to, and like mea- 


_ fures more carefully purfued, by rulers and 


people, in every ftate ! 


Tue difpofition, principles, ¢ondué and cha- 
raéter of the people of Fudab, who fo cordially 
and univerfally concurred with their fovereign, 
in thefe wife meafures, for the general fafety 
and happinefs of the kingdom, are not unworthy 
peculiar notice. -The heads of the people, with the 
multitude of their brethren, willingly offered them- 
felves unto the LORD, with their arms, as ready 
prepared for the war, * 


As it was now a time of peace and tranquility, 
with the kingdom of Judah, it is evident they 
could not have in view any immediate enter- 
prize againft their enemies : They had none to 
encounter. An offenfive war (unlefs by fpecial 
direction from heaven) could never be juftified, 
upon principles of reafon and equity : This could 
not, therefore, be the defign of a king, who had 
made GOD his guide, and religion his care 5 or 


of a people who were taught the law of the 
LORD, 


* Vid, text, and ver, feq. 
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LORD, and had wifely adopted it as the rule of 
their conduct. For thefe reafons, it is natural 
to fuppofe, that, as to revive and encourage a 
truly martial fpiric, and put the kingdom in the 
beft ftate of defence, were the ends immediately 
in view, martial exercifes, and the cultivation of 
the ufe of weapons of defence, and of the know- 
ledge of the art of war, was the fervice:to which 
they offered themfelves ; that, in this way, they 
might become a terror to their enemies, and 
keep them at a diftance :—Or, if any fhould 
dare to infult, or difturb their peace, they might 
meet with the fate they juftly deterved. _ 


- “ANp, verily, this is a fervice of no fmall im- 
portance to a nation, or a ftate, to preferve 
peace, when enjoy’d, as well as to reduce an 
enemy to reafon and equitable terms of peace, 
when at war.—A fervice, therefore, that ought, 
at all times, and by all ftates, to have a proper 
attention paid unto it. — 


Wuen once a martial fpirit finks, and fkill in 
military exercifes and warlike accomplifhments 
are held in contempt, the art of war and ufe of 
arms neglected, among a people, they are ex- 
pofed to the infults of every. invader, are an ealy 
prey to their weakeft enemies, and, like Laifh of 
old, feem to be marked out, in providence, for 
fpeedy deftruction, On the contrary, to allude 
to the language of Mofés to his people, One ac- 
Quainted with arms and inured to the exercile 
and arts of war, will chafe a thoufand, and two 


will put ten thoufand to flight.* ie 
ConvINCED 


® Deut. 32. 306 
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Convincep of this, the heads of the people, 
with their brethren, willingly offered themfelves to 
this fervice. —The manner, temper and difpofi+ 
tion, with which they engaged in martial exerci- 
fes, and inured themfelves to the ufe of arms, were 
peculiar agreable and engaging. —It was not 
the effect of force and conttraint, but their own 
free choice. They were voluntiers, in this im- 
portant fervice, to their King and Country —They 
{aw the importance of protection, in their rights, 
liberties, privileges and poffeflions. —They faw 
the excellency of the bleflings of peace, and 
tafted the fweets of freedom and reft :—And, 
to put it out of the power of their enemies, to 
give them uneafinels, for the future, they chear- 
fully forego every inconvenience, every expence, 
that might attend fuch fervices, improve them- 
felves in the ufe of arms and arts of defence, and 
voluntarily arm and prepare themfelves, to meet 
tlie enemy and play the man, for the cities and 
people of GOD. 


Tue principles they acted upon, and were in- 
fluenced by, were, if poffible, {till more important, 
to the purpofes of fafety and defence. Princi- 
ples of piety and virtue warmed their hearts, 
infpired their fouls, and gave the fpring to action.’ 
Their excellent fovereign had fet the example, in’ 
making religion his greateft care —Their willing 
hearts catch the fire, from fo illuftrious a pattern, 
their obedient fouls are quickly warmed with the 
facred flame.—They confider the glory of their’ 
king, the defence of their country, and the pre-' 
fervation of the rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple, as the caufe of GOD: And, in devoting 

themfelves 
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themfelves to fo important a fervice, they do it 
as unto GOD himfelf.—ThLey ony offered 
themfelves unto the LORD. * 


Tue common father of mankind, who is fu- 
preme LORD of all, gracioufly condefcends to 
confider his people, as his peculiar care, and their. 
caufe, as hisown. Thofe, who engage in the 
caule of his people, and fet themfelves for their 
. defence, are, therefore, to confider themfelves as 
guardians and truftees for GOD, having the 
rights, property, liberties and lives of their fel 
low-men (a facred truft !—) committed to their 
charge ; and by this confideration, be excited to 
make devotion to God the principle, and love to 
him the fpring of action. Piety to GOD, and 
principles of virtue and religion, lay the happieft 
foundation for, and infpire men with the moft 
engaging and powerful motives to, the higheft 
attainments and greateft ufefulnefs, in every 
charatter, in life : But in none are they of grea- 
ter importance, than in the. character of thofe, 
who, voluntarily, offer themfelves to the fervice 
of mankind, for their protection and defence, 


Love to GOD, which contains the effence of 
religion, is a furan of every virtue, every 
grace ; and infpires the foul with the nobleit 
principles of action. From this divine root, 
{prings that benevolence of heart, towards man- 
kind, which excites men, for the public good, 
for the fafety and happinefs of fociety, of their 
country, to facrifice any thing, every thing dear 
in hfe,—yea, life itfelf——From this bleffed 

fountain, 


* Text. 


= 


Peo af 
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fountain, flows that humane, generous, benefi- 
cent temper, towards our fellow-men, that forms 
the truly public fpirit-—warms the heart with a 
tender, patriotic concern, and excites to a faith- 
ful care, for the welfare of others, and the pre- 
fervation and enjoyment of the common rights 
of mankind, 


FirMLy to believe, fully to realize, deeply to 
be imprefs’d with, the great principles of piety 
to GOD, and, in the fervices we engage in, for 
the good of mankind, to act as devoted to 
hin ;—to realize the being, perfections, govern- 
ment and providence of GOD ;—to aét as under 
his immediate infpection, and as accountable to 
him for every ftep ;—to remember, that the 
wife and virtuous, faithful and juft, are affured 
of his favour, and that thofe of an oppofite cha- 
racter, are expofed to his difpleafure, and fure 
of the fevereft refentment of an angry GOD, 
muft have the happieft tendency, to ftore the 
mind with the nobleft fentiments, and lead a man 
to.act with the firmeft refolution and moft ex- 
alted views, 


Insprrep with the principles of piety, govern- 
ed by the laws of GOD, encouraged and fup- 


ported with the motives of religion, fuch men, 


in the court or in the field, in peace or war, in 
private or public ftations, look with a generous 
contempt, a facred abhorrence, upon every ad- 
vantage, they might make to themfelves, at the 
expence of their virtue.—No felf-intereft, no 
venal motive,can counter-vail, with them, the pub- 


‘Tic good, the fafety and: happinefs of fociety—of 
C 


mankind, 


18 An Artillery 


mankind.—The frowns of the great, and the 
fatteries of the vulgar, are equally defpifed ; 
the greateft toils are chearfully endured, the 
moft felf-denying fervices are, with pleafure, 
engaged in, in this caufe of GOD. In honour 
‘to GOD, they wait on their king ; in devotion 
to him, they ferve their country, and for the 
glory of his name, ftand ready, chearfully to 
ubmit to every hardfhip, firmly to face every 
danger, and, for the fupport of his caufe and 
defence of the liberties and lives of his people, 
freely to make their own a facrifice, and fhed 
their deareft blood. Like Mo/és, of old, they 
rather chufe to endure bardnefs, and fuffer the 
greateft affliffions, with the people of GOD, than, 
at the dear expence of the honour of GOD, the 
fafety of his people, or their own virtue, enjoy tbe 
pleajures of fin, for a feafon.* Yea, when this 
is the price, the moft tempting pleafures, the 
moft exalted honours,—even crowns and king- 
doms are offered them in vain ! 


Tuus the principles of piety lay the founda- 
tion, for that excellent qualification, which was 
a peculiar charatteriftic virtue, in the men of 
Judah, who fo chearfully offered themfelves unto 
the LORD, in the fervice and for the defence of 
their king and country.—They are ftiled mighty 
men of valour. +—By which is intended, not only, 
that they were mén of ftrength and fprightli- 
nefs—men of good conftitutions, and in the prime 
of life, and on thefe accounts, men fit for war- 
like fervices and enterprizes ; hut alfo, and more 
efpecially, that they were men of firmnefs of 

mind, 
© Heb, 11. 25- + Text. 
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mind, of a manly, couragious and warlike fpirit, 
able to endure the toil, and face the dangers of 
war, and prepared to bear the charge of an 
enemy, with becoming firmnefs and real forti- 
tude.—A virtue, a qualification, of the greateft 
importance to a foldier ! 


Sane 


Vatour, or true fortitude, is that virtue, by 
which men are enabled to preferve prefence of 
mind, to poffefs themfelves fully, think clearly, 
judge witely and act with calmnefs, firmnefs and 
 yefolution, in times of great confufion and tu- 
mult, in the midit of moft preffing dangers and 
perplexing diftrefles, A virtue which excites to 
the nobleft actions, ftimulates to the boldeft en- 
terprizes, which reafon dictates, judgment di- 
rects, or duty calls them to engage in. But, 
then, it is carefully to be diftinguifhed from 
rafhnefs, prefumption, fury and madnefs ; which, 
in confequence of falfe notions of this virtue, or 
fuccefs attending fuch unnatural and unreafona- 
ble exertions, too often gain applaufe, and take 
the name of Valour. But the difference be- 
tween them, is very great,—the fame as between 
reafon and pafiion, found judgment and mad. 
nefs. 


Trve Valour is, therefore, to be confidered 
as a moral virtue, having reafon for it’s founda- 
tion, and religion for it’s encouragement and 
fupport. And where cour age, valour or forti- 
‘tude, has reafon for it’s bafis, and is encouraged, 
colivaced and fupported, by the principles of 
religion, it becomes a virtue of the higheft rank, 
and prompts and leads men on to the moft he- 

C2 roic 
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roic undertakings : And when properly called, 
in a caufe worthy their attention, it enables men, 
“with calmnefs and compofure of mind, to face 
the ereateft dangers, to ftand the fevereft fhocks, 
to meet, undaunted and ferene, the charge of 
the moft formidable enemy, and all the horrors 
of war.- : 


Tue want of true fortitude, is always attended 
with difgrace and reproach, frequently with 
fhameful defeats, and fometimes with total de- 
ftrudtion, But, infpired with this virtue, a man 
may engage the boldeft rival, in arms, and per- 
form the moft glorious exploits. . 


Numper cess are the inftances, of the amazing 
effects of this eminent virtue, as founded in, and 
exercifed upon, the principles of reafon and re= 
ligion, which are celebrated in the hiftory of 
ages paft.—The facred pages exhibit a lift of 
the moft valiant Heroes, whofe virtue and piety, 
infpiring them with true fortitude of foul, ex- 
alted them to the higheft pitch of honour, and 
led and enabled them to perform the moft il- 
luftrious deeds. Infpired with the principles of 
religion, and endued with this god-like virtue, 
they ‘‘ fubdued kingdoms, wrought. righteouf- 
“« nefs,—ftopped the mouths of lions, quenched 
“the violence of fire, efcaped the edge of the 
*<fword, out of .weaknefs were made ftrong, 
‘* waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
“armies of the aliens.” *—But not to add-——. 


In the above reprefentation, we have had, 
imperfectly exhibited, a fketch of the beft policy: 
and 
¥ Feb. TE. 33, 34s 
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and wifeft meafures, purfued upon the nobleft 
principles and with the moft generous views.—_ 
A wife king anda loyal people, from love to 
GOD and their country, with a facred emula- 
tion, uniting their endeavours, for the preferva- 
tion of peace, the fafety of the ftate, the glory 
of the kingdom, and the liberty and happinefs 
of the people. 


Wuen kings and rulers a&t the part of fathers 
to a people, and from virtuous principles, make 
it their care, by the beft policy and wifett mea- 
fures, to render them fafe and happy.—When @ 
people offer themfelves willingly to every fervice, 
which the honour of their king, or fafety of the 
ftate requires :—When, not only in war, being 
roufed by threatned danger and diftrefs, from an 
approaching, or aflaulting enemy, but even in 
peace, when no enemy is nigh, perfons of the 
moft refpectable character, as well as their bre- 
thren, of a lower rank, upon religious principles, 
offer themfelves to thofe martial exercifes and 
warlike fervices, which are neceflary for the 
fafety and defence of a ftate, the prefervation of 
peace, liberty and happinefs to a people, and the 
protection of the common rights of mankind ; 
it affords the moft pleafing profpect, yields the 
moft folid fatisfaction and lays the fureft foun- 
dation for lafting tranquility.—The fear of the 
LORD will quickly fall upon* the nations and 
kingdoms that are round about them, enemies will 
bring prefents and bow themfelves at their feet, 
and gladly accept the terms of peace at their 


hands, *—Injured innocence will always find a 
fafe 


* Cont. ver, 10, Ile 
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fafe retreat, in fuch a ftate, and a fure protection 
under the fhadow of it’s wings.—Fitly, there- 
fore, may the happy prince of fuch a flate be 
_addrefled, in the language of Sheba’s queen, to 
Salomon of old ‘“* Fiappy are thy men, happy 
** are thefe thy fervants, which ftand continually 
“ before thee.—Blefled be the LORD thy GOD, 
“‘ which delighted in thee to fet thee on his 
** throne, to be king for the LORD thy GOD : 
© Becaule thy GOD loved Hirael, to eftablifh 
~*¢ them forever, therefore made he thee king 
“over them !” *—Of fuch a ftare and pecple 
<alfo, it may with equal propriety be faid, in the 
concife, -but expreflive language of the royal 
Lfalmifi—* Happy is that people, that is in 
** fuch a cafe : Yea, happy is that SOE whole 
*¢ GOD is the LORD !” 


Sucu were the character and ftate of GOD’s 
people, in the kingdom of Fuaah, at the happy 
time, when the words we have now had under 
confideration, were wrote ; and fuch was 7udab’s 
king Such, in later times, has Britain 
been—fuch is Britain {till—and fuch is Britain’s 
King.———And, in. a careful imitation of the il- 
luftrious example of Febofbapbat and GOD’s peo- 
ple, and a clofe attention to their wife meafures, © 
for mutual fafety, glory and felicity,— fuch 
(GOD grant) they may ever continue to be !— 
A terror to their enemies, an afylum to the in- 
jured and diftreffed,—a fare protection for li- 
berty, a lafting defence to the natural and com- 
mon rights of mankind ! But to come nearer 
home—— 


‘THE 
* 2 Chron. g. 7, 8 
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Tue preceeding difcourfe, as it countenances’ 
wife meafures, purfued wpon religious principles, 
for the fafety and happinefs of a people, fhows' 
the propriety and importance of the care thar’ 
has been taken, by the people of this land, for' 
thefe purpoles, from the firft fettlement of the 
country, down to the prefent day. 


InsprreD with the fame fentiments, which" 
influenced to, and governed the meafures of 
Febofhaphat and his people, for mutual fafety, 
felicity and protection ;—to enjoy the bleflings 
of liberty, civil and religious, with greater fecu- 
rity ; our fathers, in feverer reigns, \efta pleafane 
land, and, at the rifk of their lives, fought a fate 
retreat, from arbitrary power, among mercilefs 
favages, in this inhofpitable wildernefs. A tmer- 
ciful: GOD, who, with a father’s pity, always 
beholds the diftrefs of his people oppreffed, 
{miled upon their enterprize, and gave them the 
Jand for a poffeffion.—And, verily, it is a plea- 
fant land, a goodly heritage. 


Earty did the firft fettlers of this country 
difcover a due concern, a provident» care, for 
themfelves and pofterity, in making the beft 
provilion in their power, for fafety and defence. 
No fooner was fociety formed and civil govern- 
ment eftablifhed, but, even in their infant ftate, 
they made it their care, to put the militia of the 
country upon a refpectable footing. 


_Various were the inftitutions, for this im- 
portant purpofe.—Like ehofbaphat, the chief 
rulers made the defence of their country, and — 
the fafety of the people, an object of their con- 
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ftant‘and clofeft attention ; and by. their. ex- 
ample and influence, and in every wife and 
laudable way, endeavoured to infpire the people 
with a martial fpirit, and excite them to excel in 
military fkill, the ule of arms and art of war.— 
They often honour’d them with their prefence, 
in the military exercifes, and did not look upon, 
it beneath their dignity, fometimes, to appear in 
arms themfelves. Their good example was not 
without it’s influence, oor their fpirited meafures 
without the happieft effects. Perfons of the 
beft character and eftates, chearfully followed, 
and, with the multitude of their brethren, 
willingly offered themfelves to the LORD, in this 


important fervice. 


To thefe purpofes and for thefe important 
ends, the Honorable Artillery Company was form- 
ed, foon after the fettlement of the country ;— 
to be a fchocl for military exercife and difci- 
pline ;—to teach and inftruct in martial fkill and 
the art of war.—Great have been the benefits. 
refulting from fuch a wife defign. Many brave 
captains and leaders have gone out from hence, 
that have done worthily for GOD and their 
country.—The primary defign, of this early care 
of the fathers of the country, for military fkill 
and warlike accomplifhments, is happily ob- 
tained, After a long feries of hardthips, toils, 
dangers and diftrefles of cruel wars, with the 
common enemy, who were our rivals in America, 
and the barbarous, mercilefs /avages, whofe thirft 
for blood and revenge has always been infatiable, 
through the {miles of heaven, we fee this happy 


land in a ftate of peace and reft,—But ftill, mea- 
fures 


ik 


fures for defence are neceffary; a military fpirit 
to be encouraged, knowledge in the ufe of arms 
and art of war, to be cultivated ; or foon,— 
very foon, we fhall be marked out for a prey, 
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ready and prepared for the enemy’s hand. Such © 


an inftitution, therefore, even in the prefent 
happy ftate of peace and quiet; is of no {mall 
importance ; as, properly attended to, it may 
an{wer many valuable purpofes, ferve as a fpring 
to a martial fpirit, excite others to emulation, 
and happily encoutage thofe exercifes, which 


greatly tend to the protection and fafety of this 


people. 

To honour and countenance an inftitution, fo 
well calculated for the public good, Gentlemen 
of the higheft character and firft places of truft 
and government among us, have chearfully at- 


tended. on thefe occafions :—And it is. with, pe- 
culiar joy we behold the COMMANDER in 


CHIEF, and fr Magiftrates of the province. 


attending the fervices of this day ;—to exprefs 
their readinefs to countenance and difpofition. to 
encourage fo worthy a defign.—In this, they 
have the example of one of the bett of kings, 
and of the princes and chiefs of 4 moft refpecta- 
ble ftate, co coufitenance them: ; 


To honour their exercifes in arms, the gen- 
tlemen of this ancient and honorable company, have 
wifely called religion in aid, that, being /anéi- 
Sied by the word of GOD and prayer, and, upon 


religious principles, infpired with true fortitude — 


and valour, they might be excited and encouraged 
to excel in their profeffion, in military fkill and 
4 D the 
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‘the art ef war.—Itis with real cheaffuthets we Sain 
them herein, and with ‘great fincerity, we with 
them a  biefing out of the hOnie of the LORD. 


To revive and encourage a military fpirlt: and 
qartial exerciles, upon religious principles, has 
-been the defign of the preceeding difcourfe ; 
‘that, from love to GOD andiour country, from 
‘a facred regard to our own fafety and happinefs, 
to the welfare of fociety and the common rights 
and liberties of mankind, all might be engaged, 
in their refpective characte rs and. flations, to em- 
ulate each other, in fuch meafures as thall tend 
to mutual. protettion and defence. = 


Too her has it happened;- that ftates, which 
have ‘been fuccefsful in war, given law to their 
enemies and triumphed in arms, by negligence 
‘in this point, have~been reduced to detencelefs 
condition and eafily ‘fubje¢ted to the power of 
thofe, who, but a little while before, ‘were bow- 
‘ing at their feet’ and gladly fubmitting’ to any 
‘terms they preferibed. —How ubhappy, how ins 
‘gloriotis would it be, after ‘the remarkable fuc- 
-ceffes, with which Heaven has blefled our arms, 
-and when pedce is reftored, and: all’ means of 
fafety and defence are put into our bands, fhould 
this be our folly and fate ?—How fhotild we, 
with tears of grief, of fhame and remorfe, lament 
“(too late) our ftupidity,& curfe the indolent spirit 
that poffefféd us ?—Yea, how juftly will pofterity, 
in ages to come, rife t up and curfe us,\as the caufes 
‘of their wretchednefs, and ‘the authors: of the 
mifery, to which they ate doomed, without the ' 
‘hope ‘or poftibility of redrefs !-—— M 

May 
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. May the charaéters, that have been prefented 

a, inipite us with a different fpirit,—-and a due 
concern for the honour of our fovereign, the 
“welfare of the nation, and the prefervation of 
liberty, peace and happinefs to our felves and 
pofterity, influence and excite us to a different ~ 
conduét.—May all prejudices fubfide, may every 
-fordid luft and paffion be forever banifhed, and 


. a manly, generous and public fpirit prevail in. 
: every breaft, and influence all to feek the public 
7 good. . 


Lert all be concerned to be poffeffed of érue 
fortitude of mind, which, founded in and culti- 
vated upon the principles of virtue and religion, 
will render us good foldiers to our king, power- 
ful guardians to our country, and real benefactors 
to mankind. 


Insprrep with this divine virtue, we fhall be 
prepared for every fervice, armed againft every 
danger, and able tofupport ourfelves under every 
fhock and trial of life.-—By this, we fhall be pro- 
vided for the laft encounter, enabled to fupport 
the charge of the laft enemy, and, even in this 
war from which there is no difcharge,—in death 
: itfelf, come off victorious, and rife triumphant to 
\ a bleffed immortality. . = 


~~ 
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